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Roberta Willis 
Longtime Board Member 

“As a teacher and coach at Housatonic for many years, I saw what can 

happen when young minds get turned on to possibilities they never knew 

existed.  What drew me to the 21st Century Fund after I retired was the 

chance to make more of these magical moments available to our kids.  

They deserve the very best. I’m very proud of the life-changing 

opportunities your support has made possible for them over the last 25 

years.”  

The 21st Century Fund for HVRHS was founded in 1994, fulfilling the vision of the school’s 

principal, Jack Mahoney.  Its mission is to stimulate innovative and enriching education. The 

Fund makes it possible for teachers and students to explore new sources of knowledge, 

ingenuity, and inspiration.  Examples of opportunities and programs we have supported are on 

page 2; for information on our 25th celebration, please see the back cover. 
 

Our Board of Directors is a team of volunteer community leaders and educators dedicated to 

fostering educational experiences outside of the school budget and “beyond the classroom.”  

We are an independent non-profit funded by private donations and an endowment managed 

by the Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation. 

“We are fortunate to live in a beautiful part of the country, with 

wonderful schools and teachers. But our rural location limits our 

students’ exposure to the larger world, with all of its diverse ideas, 

experiences, and cultures.  I’ve been a board member of the 21st Century 

Fund since its inception because it encourages our kids to explore and 

discover who they are and what they want to do with their lives.” 

David Bayersdorfer 

Board Chair 



 
  

WHAT YOUR DONATIONS HELPED MAKE POSSIBLE 

21st Century Fund for HVRHS Board of Directors  
David Bayersdorfer (Chair), Ann Beizer (Vice Chair), Vance Cannon (Treasurer), Carol D. Schulz (Secretary),  

Claudia Cayne, John V. H. Dippel, John Hedbavny, Michael Mahoney, Thomas Schindler, Ph.D.,  

Roberta Willis, Maura Wolf and emeritus members John Perotti, and Lynn Nania    

Outreach Director:  Nancy Hegy Martin 

Since its creation, the 21st Century Fund has awarded a quarter million dollars in grants to 

students and teachers.  Below are samples of the opportunities and programs we supported: 

1994     Intensive Career Exploration Classes 

1999     Peer-mediation and summer internship programs for students and teachers 

2000     Launch of the robotics team, which quickly gained national recognition   

2001     Students participating in environmentally-focused Maine Coast Semester 

2002     Registration in the Tuft's Veterinarian Medicine Summer Program 

2003     Housatonic Musical Theatre Society 

2004     3D Studio Max animation workshop 

2005     Broadway show field trip  

2006     Envirothon teams participation in largest environmental-science competition - they took top honors  

2007     Visiting artist series for HVRHS art classes  

2008     HVRHS students starting a cultural exchange program with China 

2009     Be Responsible, Be Respectful and Be Safe project for HVRHS 

2010     Civic Life Project, which produced student documentary films on important newsworthy issues  

2011     Electric-car competition program  

2012     German Travel Club’s biennial spring trip to Germany 

2013     Purchase of digital cameras for the Art Department 

2014     Teacher training  in “problem based learning” techniques 

2015     Students’ admission to the New York World Maker Faire   

2016     Student travel to New Orleans to help residents rebuild homes after Hurricane Katrina   

2017     Wilderness Therapy and Mentoring Program for “at risk” students  

2018     Researching African-American Civil War soldiers and designing a website  

2019     4th-8th grade coding workshop (with HVRHS student mentors) to design apps for local non-profits  

The conversion of the old ag-ed garages into the Mahoney-Hewat Science and Technology Center (STC) - a 

half-million dollar project - was the largest campaign the Fund has undertaken.  Planning, designing, and fund-

raising started in 1995, and the STC opened in 2014.  The STC now houses the robotics team, a makerspace, 

sewing corner, 3D printing room, gaming computers and a recording studio. It also hosts summer workshops.     



 

 

Recently Pete gave his American history classes the task of gathering information on Connecticut African 

American soldiers who had served in a Union Army regiment during the Civil War.  (A grant from the 21st 

Century Fund helped make this possible.) Instead of reading and discussing in class what other historians had 

written, his students had to do their own leg work, visiting local cemeteries, locating birth and marriage 

records, and finding other documents to reconstruct the experiences of this little-known group of war veterans.  

(Visit www.project29.org to see what his students have learned and assembled.) 
 

“My hope with projects like this one is that students will come to understand a major event like the Civil War 

at the personal level – how it affected individuals personally,” says Pete  “This way the past can come alive for 

them more vividly and meaningfully than it can on the pages of a textbook.”  

AN EXEMPLARY ALUMNI COUPLE,  

DEVOTED TO EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY 
 

 

In the late 1950s, Richard (“Dick”) Gustafson and Joanne Walters 

entered Housatonic Valley Regional High School two years apart, 

but their desire to get the best education possible and contribute to 

the school soon brought them together.  They were eager to stretch 

their minds, dream large and serve others. These impulses steered 

Joanne toward a career in nursing, while Dick’s interest in science 

pointed him toward teaching.  After graduation, they earned degrees, 

got married, and started their life’s journey together. 
 

While Joanne worked as a nurse – and later raised two sons – Dick 

switched from high-school teaching to pursuing a Ph.D. in educational management and research.  In 1973, his 

expertise brought Dick to Keene State College, which he transformed into a multidisciplinary institution.  At the 

same time, Joanne and he raised money for the Red Cross, United Way, and other community organizations.  
 

In 1987 Dick was hired as president of New Hampshire College.  There he developed entrepreneurial programs 

and expanded enrollment to non-traditional-age students, as well as international ones.  Dick, also instituted one of 

the country’s first distance-learning programs and, before he retired in 2003, put the academically transformed 

Southern New Hampshire University on solid financial footing. 
 

Over the years, Dick and Joanne have been generous supporters of HVRHS and helped raise $150,000 to make the 

21st Century Fund a reality. “Housatonic is the reason we are where we are today,” Dick says. “Our education there 

got us started in the right direction and gave us the motivation to succeed.”  

PETER VERMILYEA: NOT TEACHING HISTORY BY THE BOOK 

Social studies chair Peter (Pete) Vermilyea is a noted local historian, 

having published two books on the history of Litchfield County.  

He’s taught at HVRHS for 25 years, and it’s in the classroom that he 

has had a direct and lasting impact on how hundreds of students have 

come to see and appreciate the past. He does so by having them do 

original research – track down original sources, pull together little-

known facts, and create their own stories about how ordinary people 

in this part of the state lived many years ago.   



 

 
 

.  

 

 

Celebrate with Us 
 

 25 years of  supporting educational opportunities  

 

Guest Speakers: 

Dr. Richard Gustafson and Peter Vermilyea 

Plus special guest, 

Congresswoman Jahana Hayes,  

2016 Teacher of the Year  
 

Wednesday, October 2, 2019 

 5–7 pm 

The Interlaken Inn 

47 Interlaken Road, Lakeville 
 

RSVP by 9/25 

21centuryfund@gmail.com  

Photos: Electric Car Competition and China Trip 

Interested in learning more about the Fund or in donating? 

Contact us at 21centuryfund@gmail.com or visit www.21stcenturyfund.net 

 One of the Fund’s largest  

2018-2019 grants went  

to help restart the  

HVRHS Travel Club.  
 

In July, 45 students and faculty 

took a tour of four  

Mediterranean countries.  
  

On their last night, art teacher 

Warren Prindle hosted  

a show of his “mementos.”   

The Cinque Terre  

A Mediterranean dip after the long flight from U.S. 

Saint-Paul-de-Vence 


